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PROTESTS BY HINDU GROUP RAISE FEAR IN
INDIA

BOMBAY, July 16 (Reuters)—Much of
Bombay was shut down today by fear and
protests over the possible prosecution of a
militant Hindu leader in connection with
riots that left more than 2,000 people dead in
1992.

Supporters of Bal Thackeray, the leader of
the Hindu nationalist party Shiv Sena, took
to the Streets Saturday after the
Maharashtra State government decided to
let the police prosecute him in the country-
wide rioting. That violence, directed mainly
at India’s Muslim minority, erupted after
the destruction of a mosque in the town of
Ayodhaya, and Shiv Sena got most of the
blame.

Police officials said no action had been
taken to arrest Mr. Thackeray. but many
shops closed and people stayed indoors here
and in other parts of the state as Shiv Sena
supporters pelted buses with stones and
blocked commuter train services.

Today Mr. Thackeray appealed for calm,
but on Saturday he was quoted as saying,
‘‘Not only Maharashtra but the entire coun-
try will burn’’ as a result of the decision,
which he called ‘‘an incitement to communal
riots.’’
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CONGRATULATING HALF HOLLOW
HILLS HIGH SCHOOL EAST

HON. RICK LAZIO
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today I congratu-
late a distinguished group of students from the
Half Hollow Hills High School in Dix Hills, New
York.

These students recently won the Region 5
award at the ‘‘We the People . . . the Citizen
and the Constitution’’ national finals held here
in Washington, DC. This award is presented to
the school in each of five geographic regions
with the highest cumulative score during the
first two days of the national finals. These out-
standing young people competed against 50
other classes from throughout the nation and
demonstrated a remarkable understanding of
the fundamental ideals and values of Amer-
ican constitutional government.

Our United States Constitution is over 200
years old. Two-thirds of the world’s constitu-
tions have been adopted since 1970. Only fif-
teen other constitutions predate WWII and
none predate the U.S. Constitution. Recent
studies show that approximately half of Amer-
ican adults do not know that the purpose of
the original Constitution was to create a fed-
eral government and define its power. The
educators and students of Dix Hills have prov-
en that they do not fall into this category and
it is an honor to recognize their achievement.

I wish to congratulate Ms. Gloria Sesso and
her students Isaac Chen, Jeffrey Chernick,
Alyssa Cohen, Zachary Cohn, Michael Givner,
Michael Gold, Sarah Gowrie, Yonathan Hertz,
Michael Lee, Jonathan Lehrer, Jessica Levine,
Amanda Manaro, Seth Moskowitz, Brian
Nakash, Justin Pomerantz, Rahul Sharma,
Jared Stone, Jeffrey Tsai, Lauren Tuzzolino,
and Jared Warshaw.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Philip Rosenbloom of Monmouth
Beach, Monmouth County, who will be cele-
brating on August 1st his 75th birthday. Phil
Rosenbloom has devoted much of his adult
life enhancing the civic and cultural life of my
district, and I wish to honor his contributions.

A native of Monmouth County, Phil
Rosenbloom grew up in Asbury Park, where
his family owned the local print shop. The
printing business became his vocation as well,
and he gradually built his own successful
printing corporation based in New York, where
he produced record album jackets and direct
mail advertising for manufacturers of records,
tapes, and CD’s. However, if printing was his
business, his passion since his childhood days
has been great jazz music. Phil often said that
his fantasy of the perfect life would be to own
a little saloon where he would invite the great
jazz musicians in the country to play and he
could listen all day long.

But Mr. Speaker, we pay tribute to Phil be-
cause he is not just a listener—he is a ‘‘doer.’’
While establishing his career in the printing
business, he and his wife, Norma, raised three
sons just a few miles away from his boyhood
home. He served on the Board of Trustees of
Temple Beth Miriam; he chaired committees
for Planned Parenthood of Central New Jer-
sey; he served as President of the Board of
Trustees of the Monmouth County Arts Coun-
cil; he currently sits on the Monmouth Beach
Planning Board. In the 1960’s, when my dis-
trict was experiencing the racial tensions prev-
alent throughout the country, Phil was an out-
spoken advocate for civil rights and racial har-
mony. He is a life member of the NAACP.

Perhaps his most noteworthy achievement
was to find a way to share his love of music
and theater with the citizens of Monmouth
County. After selling his business and ‘‘retir-
ing,’’ Phil devoted his energy and enthusiasm
to the transformation of a run-down movie
house in Red Bank into the Count Basie The-
atre, now a newly-renovated and vibrant cul-
tural center. Under his presidency of the the-
ater, he has helped bring music, plays, and
other arts to the children of our district, and he
has helped create a showplace for great jazz.
He also helped establish a jazz scholarship to
a leading school of music, which will be pre-
sented on an annual basis to deserving young
jazz musicians in our district. He continues to
serve as a trustee of the theater.

Phil and his wife, Norma, a classically-
trained pianist, a former high school music
teacher, and now a family law attorney, live in
Monmouth Beach. They have three sons,
David, James, and Eric, and three grand-
children. All of their sons learned from Phil
and Norma the importance of building their
adult lives around giving service to others.

Mr. Speaker, when we think of a life well-
lived, we think about dedication to family, to
community, and to place of worship. We think
about balancing hard work with a love and
passion for our culture’s highest forms of ex-
pression—theater, art, and music. Phil
Rosenbloom certainly embodies, and con-
tinues to embody, the meaning of a well-lived

life. Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join
me today in honoring Phil Rosenbloom and
celebrating with him his 75th birthday.
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ITS FOUNDERS, ARLENE HAR-
RISON AND TIMOTHY COHEN

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000
Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I rise today to pay special tribute to The Gra-
mercy Park Block Association and to its found-
ers, Arlene Harrison and Timothy Cohen. The
Gramercy Park Block Association is an invalu-
able organization that works tirelessly to im-
prove the safety, security, and quality of life of
those New Yorkers who live in and around
Gramercy Park.

In the fall of 1993, Mr. Cohen, who was only
fifteen years old at the time, was savagely
beaten in an unprovoked attack by a neighbor-
hood gang. After his recovery, Mr. Cohen and
his mother, Ms. Arlene Harrison, began a
campaign to improve the quality of life in the
area in which they live.

Ms. Harrison and Mr. Cohen have pio-
neered the development of innovative, com-
munity based techniques to combat crime and
improve the day-to-day quality of life for fellow
Gramercy Park residents.

Ms. Harrison and Mr. Cohen created and
implemented Operation Interlock, an emer-
gency police radio network and have success-
fully campaigned to improve community ties
with their local police precincts. The Block As-
sociation’s partnership with the Police Depart-
ment’s 13th Precinct has received national
media attention as a model of how a police-
community partnership can work to reduce
crime in a neighborhood. Other police forces
from around the nation are currently exploring
the possibility of implementing Operation Inter-
lock in their own respective jurisdictions.

In addition, the Association has successfully
lobbied to increase both the wattage and the
number of street lights around Gramercy Park
and the Consolidated Edison energy plan.
They have thereby made the neighborhood an
increasingly safe place to walk at night.

Mr. Cohen and Ms. Harrison have also pio-
neered the development and implementation
of many other local programs that promote
community service and safety, for example,
Operation ID, Block Watcher Training Ses-
sions, Senior Citizen Escort, and Project
Kidcare. Each of these programs serves a
vital purpose in bringing the community to-
gether for a safer neighborhood.

In particular, Ms. Harrison and Mr. Cohen
mobilized the community in support of the
Kenmore Rehabilitation Plan to clean up the
notoriously drug and crime-ridden Kenmore
Hotel. They worked tirelessly with local organi-
zations to rehabilitate the facility, providing a
safer community and a more positive environ-
ment for a previously underserved group of
tenants. Ms. Harrison now serves as the chair
of the Kenmore Hall Advisory Board.

Mr. Speaker, I salute the work of the Gra-
mercy Park Block Association and its found-
ers, Mr. Timothy Cohen and Ms. Arlene Har-
rison, and I ask my fellow Members of Con-
gress to join me in recognizing their contribu-
tions to the New York community and to our
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